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that sacred regard to truth and justice, which, I trust, will ever be my guide under the most difficult circumstances, would not permit."
I have thus made full notes of what General Jackson had to do in the settlement of the French Spoliation Claims for two reasons: First, to show how conservative and conciliatory under a great strain, indeed under a national insult, this great man could be, in the settlement of a trust committed to him, and able to show more conclusively than heretofore how determined Mr. Calhoun was on vituperation and assailment wherever General Jackson was concerned.
When Jackson became President he found our foreign affairs in. a condition that an executor often finds a neglected and carelessly managed estate when he enters upon a duty to settle it, but determined that whatever else he did, he would settle up our accounts with European Governments. The following sentiment of Mr. Benton at the close of General Jackson's administration, will perhaps here bear repeating. It is this :
"Do we hear of indignity, or outrage in any quarter; of merchants robbed in foreign parts; of vessels searched on the high seas; of American citizens impressed into foreign service; of the national flag insulted anywhere? On the contrary, we see former wrongs repaired; no new ones inflicted. France pays 25,000,000 francs for spoliations committed thirty years ago; Naples pays 2,100,000 ducats for wrongs of the same date; Denmark pays $650,000 for wrongs done a quarter of a century ago; Spain engages to pay 12,000,000 of reals vellon for injuries of fifteen years' date; and Portugal, the last in the list of former aggressors, admits her liability, and only waits the adjustment of details to close her account by adequate indemnity. So far from war, insult, contempt, and spoliation from abroad, this denounced Administration has been the season of peace and good will, and the auspicious era of universal reparation.a source of pride and pleasure to make an opposite declaration; butgrounds vitally important to ourn and woe; never has any \                           one been so pursued with direful prognostications;   never I                         has any one been so beset and impeded by a powerful com-"'.                         bination of political and moneyed confederates; never has
